
PACKED FULL OF HELPFUL TIPS AND RECOMMENDED KIT FOR YOUR FIRST YEAR OF UNI.



TEN items of student 
tech you never knew 

you needed

We asked our Twitter followers to tell us the one piece of kit 

every student should take to uni. We then awarded Currys 

vouchers to the person with the best answer. So, what were 

the ten most popular items? Did tablets or super noodles top 

the list? Here are the results. 
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#currysstudentessentials  

Our Twitter followers had heaps of helpful 

recommendations for students. From hand 

mixers to family photos, here are some of 

the best that came in.

TWEETS



Now you’ve got your uni 

shopping list sorted, you’re 

probably wondering which 

exact laptop, printer or 

kitchenware to buy. Keep 

reading our Savvy Student 

Kit List for tips on the best 

IT, home entertainment and 

cooking gadgets.



Why laptops are 
so much more 

than a student 
essential?

by Hagen Christoph



I remember a time when very few of us had laptops. But today, it’s unimaginable 

for anyone to go to university without one. The majority of students now own a 

laptop, be it a PC or a Mac. Times have changed drastically, and so have the prices! 

While laptops used to cost you an arm and a leg, they’re now very affordable - 

even for students with drained bank accounts. 

When I was at uni, we mainly used our laptops for 

work, to write coursework or maybe to listen to a 

bit of music. Today, we use our laptops for almost 

everything, from banking to shopping, to home 

entertainment. We use them to chat to our parents 

and much, much more. In fact, it would be much 

easier to list the things we don’t use laptops for, 

than the things we actually do. 

It’s hard to imagine our lives without laptops. 

They’re such a big part of our lives not only when it 

comes to work but also, our leisure time. The entire 

day can be spent on the devices, from the morning 

on the tube to the evening in the pub, modern 

media appliances are our constant companions. 

They serve as comforters when we are alone, and 

help us share our lives with family and friends when 

we’re apart from them. They’re present in most of 

our communication and support our emotional 

lives. Could you imagine a life without one?

Hagen Christoph writes for Younilife.com, a student 

social networking site that gives you the inside 

scoop on universities around the UK. 



Laptop or tablet: 
which one should 

you choose? 

It’s sooooo exciting. You’re off to uni in a couple of weeks and you’re 

currently chewing over three big decisions; What clothes do I pack? What 

home comforts do I take with me? And what should I do about using IT?

by Naomi



Firstly, it’s worth checking with your university about 

what access you’ll have for free. You’ll probably 

find that most student rooms have internet access, 

and most departments have printers and scanners. 

This is great if you’re researching for an essay or 

paper. However, when you’re in the lecture hall and 

wanting to capture what’s being said, pen and paper 

seem a bit old hat.

A laptop is great for quickly and easily noting down 

points, but they’re not always easy to carry between 

lecture halls. Cheaper laptops can be quite small and 

flexible, but is yours sturdy enough to last the course? 

Are the keys big enough that you don’t keep typing 

the wrong letters? If not, it can be really frustrating.

Tablets are another option. They are lightweight, 

easy to carry and very user-friendly but they’re 

not always geared up for writing long essays and 

research notes. If your budget stretches to a cheap 

tablet you could always consider a different way 

of working. Download a free voice recording app 

and you can capture everything that’s being said 

in the lecture hall hands-free.  Also, if the lecturer 

uses a whiteboard, rather than frantically typing or 

scribbling everything down, why not use the camera 

on your tablet (or smartphone) to take a photo of 

the board? 

Now, you may not associate tablets with bank 

accounts but you’d be surprised. Some student 

accounts offer incentives such as online vouchers 

that can be really handy. Use these vouchers to 

buy a cheap tablet and you’ll have change left over, 

without even touching your overdraft. 

Or, if your budget stretches to it, then a 2-in-1 may 

be the ideal solution. It’s a tablet with a keyboard for 

writing essays that’s also easy to carry around, once 

you’ve detached the keyboard.

Alternatively, if you’re on a really tight budget and 

just using the university’s free PCs and Macs, then 

don’t forget there are student hardship grants 

worth applying to. These give hard-up students the 

essential funds they need to buy a second hand or 

refurbished, laptop or tablet.

Good luck with university, it’s one of the best times 

in your life. Go out and seize the opportunities that 

come your way. You’ll be amazing.

Naomi writes for studential.com, a website with 

guides and helpful info for UK students applying to 

university.  





STUDENT
SUGGESTIONS

We asked bloggers to share the one piece of kit that got them 

through university. From Google Drive to kitchenware, here’s 

their pick of the best tools and gadgets for students. 





Google Drive
BY KELLY SCHWEIZER AT THISNORTHERNGAL.CO.UK

I rely heavily on technology to get me through my day at university: from that first alarm, 

to late night essay writing, with plenty of seminars and online resources in between. Both 

my laptop and iPad are my tech-y best friends when it comes to my ‘schoolwork’ but, it’s 

not hardware that has me thanking computer geniuses the world round. I don’t think I 

could get by as a student without Google Drive. 

It was only when my laptop started to fizzle out that I realised just how heavily I used 

it. From open documents that I can share with my classmates during projects, to the 

autosave in Google Docs; it has saved my sanity on many occasions. However, its 

biggest use comes in its capacity as a storage facility. With Google Drive, I knew my 

essay was reachable even if my laptop decided that it didn’t feel like turning on that 

morning. Knowing that I could access my work anywhere (even on my phone if it was an 

emergency) took a lot of pressure off, during those crucial deadlines. 





Kitchenware set
BY JAMES AT STUDENTRECIPES.COM

Starting out at university can be hard if you’re 

getting used to cooking for the first time. That’s 

why, at studentrecipes.com, we’d recommend the 

Joseph Joseph Nest of 7 Kitchenware Set, to help 

you on your way.

First of all, the popping colours are a must-have in 

any kitchen, and will convince any student to get 

stuck into making meals; rather than ordering that 

unhealthy take-away. 

The product itself is made of a thick, hard plastic. 

It’s dishwasher-safe and of the quality you would 

expect from any Joseph Joseph product. The kit 

is easy to store away, as all the pieces fit into each 

other perfectly - keeping things tidy and freeing up 

space in the kitchen. It’s an essential for any cooking 

area used by a lot of students. To top it all off, it’s a 

fantastic price for all the utensils you need to cook 

or bake at university.

The kitchenware set comes complete with five 

nesting cups, one small mixing bowl and one 

medium mixing bowl. The mixing bowls have a non-

slip base, so you won’t find yourself sliding around 

the kitchen counter whilst trying to make those 

scrummy recipes! 

The smaller of the two, includes measurements 

and a spout to help you pour in the right amount 

of liquids and baking ingredients. They both come 

with comfortable, large carry handles on both sides. 

The lightness of the bowls and measuring cups 

make them easy to tip or carry - providing students 

with a mess-free cooking experience and more 

importantly, less to clean up!

Overall, this kitchenware set will make cooking or 

baking preparation fun and imaginative. It’s ideal for 

students in need of a little extra help with their cooking 

skills and provides a hassle-free way to dish up the first 

of many meals. You’ll be a top chef in no time!    





BY RACHEL NICOLE AT WWW.RACHELNICOLE.CO.UK

It goes without saying that the most important 

piece of technology you need for university is a 

great laptop. No matter what you’re studying, you’re 

going to need a laptop for all those long essays and 

the horrendously painful dissertation that takes over 

your life in your final year. 

There are so many laptops on the market, but I’d 

recommend choosing a reliable device with a long 

battery life so you can use it on the go without 

having to constantly plug it in. Independent studying 

is common on many courses and I personally spent 

a lot of time working from home. 

As a Fashion Business student, I would have been 

unable to work without key programmes such as 

Microsoft Word, Photoshop and InDesign; they 

were a must during my studies. Do a little research 

and see if your course requires any specialist 

programmes. I’d then recommend purchasing them 

so you aren’t tied to solely working on campus. 

The biggest lifesaver for me was having an external 

hard drive. This is essentially a massive memory stick 

which you can transfer all your files to. It stops you 

clogging up your laptop with all your files, photos 

and music. It’s also a great piece of equipment 

and comes in handy when you need to work on 

University computers. I use the Seagate Backup 

external hard drive which I’ve been storing files on 

for the past few years. 

Hopefully these tips make your student life a little 

less stressful, especially in your final year. Don’t 

forget to have fun but work hard! 

Laptop





Food containers
BY ALICE MEGAN AT ALICEMEGAN.COM

So, you’ve moved to university and received your 

first instalment of student finance - DO NOT BLOW 

IT ALL. Trust me, you need that money, and if you 

want to live like royalty for a day but a pauper the 

rest of the time, then go ahead. Sure, you can live 

off beans and toast, and pot noodles, but it will get 

very boring very quickly! One thing you’ll definitely 

miss from home is home cooking – your mums 

shepherd’s pie or a nice lasagne. The best way to 

minimise the longing for your mum’s cooking is 

making your own. 

I highly recommend food containers for this as 

they give you the ability to make food and store it 

for later, because who wants to cook when you’re 

hungover? A day spent making batches of fresh 

home cooking which can be frozen in a container 

(I use Sistema) for a later date, will literally be a 

lifesaver. It provides you with quick wholesome 

meals, super quick. I also recommend buying in 

bulk, especially meat, as it’s far cheaper. Store them 

separately in different containers because, seriously, 

you don’t want to be defrosting 12 chicken breasts 

just to get one.

Containers keep your food fresh and allow you 

to spend less on your grocery shopping, plus you 

get to eat home-cooked food with little effort. 

They’re also super handy for taking food on the go 

as university canteens aren’t cheap and vending 

machine snacks aren’t substantial enough to get you 

through a library session. I had tons of containers 

during university and they were definitely one of my 

better investments!





BY KLOE WALLACE AT WWW.SKULLSANDKISSES.COM

Now a USB stick may sound like a boring piece of tech for uni when compared with 

laptops and tablets. But trust me, you are going to need that little stick; it’s saved my life 

on so many occasions. A USB stick is vital; you don’t want to be that person who loses all 

their work and has to re-do it because they didn’t back up. Do you? 

Hard drives are handy for backing up files, because you can store your entire PC on most 

of them! However, hard drives are a nightmare to transport. That’s why a USB stick is 

perfect for students; they’re light, portable and can hold a ton of work. 

Selecting a USB stick can be a bit confusing however, you’re always safe anything over 

4GB. As for speed, most of them work pretty quickly. Honestly, if you only pick one piece 

of tech (aside from a laptop of course) a USB has got to be it. You’d be a fool not to. 

Transporting your work will be the easiest thing ever and you won’t have to worry about 

losing it either!

USB stick





Mini food
processor

BY CHLOE BORDERICK AT NINEGRANDSTUDENT.CO.UK

One of the things I splurged on, when moving to university, was a mini food chopper 

- and I stand by my decision that it’s one of my favourite kitchen gadgets. It makes 

chopping onions (and anything else, really) a 30 second job; and whizzing up a small 

batch of biscuit dough becomes, well, a piece of cake. I can blend up a pesto, whip up a 

curry paste and even make my own nut butter. It’s not an essential by any means, but for 

a student who is serious about cooking it’s a handy bit of kit. 

I’ve recently upgraded to a Cuisinart food processor and whilst it’s a little more expensive 

than my previous model, I can’t fault it. The size means it can make one-person 

smoothies plus, the grinding blades make nut butter far easier.  I’d sooner have this and a 

cheap hand blender than a proper smoothie maker - far easier to wash up!

The food processor sits on my worktop, takes up less space than a kettle, and gets 

used almost as much as the kettle, too. Whilst I’m not in the habit of recommending 

something that’s not a necessity, I wouldn’t be without a mini chopper. After all, it 

enables me to make homemade nutella whenever the craving strikes...





BY ASHLEY LENNON AT WWW.HIYAITSASHLEY.COM

A printer is a staple item for any university student. Chances are you’re going to need to 

print a ton of stuff and it makes sense to have a printer in your house so you can print 

off campus!

When getting a printer for university purposes, it helps to think what you’ll be needing 

it for. Will you be printing in colour? Do you have to be able to scan things into your 

computer? If you do need to be able to do multiple jobs, your best option is to get a 

printer and scanner in one.

The Canon Deskjet 2542 is the one I’d recommend. It’s a printer and scanner in one, 

so you can also scan pages of books etc. – super convenient for keeping track of 

information for assignments. It’s great for annotating pages of books too!

Another thing to consider is wireless printing. Printers are pretty large and having cables 

hooked up to your laptop can be a pain. But, if you get a wireless printer you can print 

from any device and any room! No more running back and forward to get your print-

outs, and you can even print from your phone or tablet.

Printer





BY HAYDN SQUIBB AT WWW.SQUIBBVICIOUS.COM

When I was at university, technology was far from 

what it is today, and I only started back in 2008! 

So, I had a little think about the items I’d take to 

university if I were going this year, and I decided to 

put together this wish list. 

 

First up on my list would be the super stylish 

Polaroid CUBE, a six megapixel camera that’s so 

tiny most people don’t even know you’re using it! 

So why I would recommend a camera with such 

low mega pixels? And, one that has no screen? It’s 

for the pure excitement of not knowing what you’re 

recording, and having to wait until you get home to 

view it on your computer.

 

The older I get, the more I’m impressed with 

kitchenware, and there are a good few that can 

help you maintain a healthy, yet easy diet whilst at 

university. The first is a George Forman grill; it’s far 

quicker than frying and it drains a lot of fat so your 

meat stays nice and lean.

  

I think going to university without a speaker docking 

system would be a crime. I mean how else would 

you listen to relaxing music whilst you revise? I’m 

sure it may come in handy for the odd party too!

 

A portable phone charger is be a must for any 

student. You can be out of your room for ages 

during the day and carrying around your adapter 

and plug is so old school now!  

 

A digital photo frame would also be a nice touch 

to your room. It’ll make you feel at home and you 

won’t have to ruin your walls sticking up all your 

photos!

 

And, of course, every student needs a tablet as they 

are so easy to carry around, and do everything a 

laptop can.

6 uni must-haves




